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“I just wanted to say a massive thank you
for the fantastic COfO course! Not only was
this the best week of my life since last
August, but I also made the most caring,
inspiring, and magnificent friends!”

Introduction
Ann Elise Smoot

“I left feeling really inspired and with an increased
sense of confidence. It is truly a special week and
gives young organists a great place to get to know
each other. As with each year, it has provided me with
advice and good memories that will stay with me
forever.”
As our students will tell you, COfO courses make
a lasting impact on the lives and futures of young
musicians. And they don’t just have an impact on your
performance. With COfO, you join a family of like-minded
musicians, many of whom will become your lifelong
friends.
Some changes for 2022: first, we are really delighted to
announce our new Springboard course, which you can
read more about on pp. 6. Intensive yet fun, Springboard
is for students at Grade 6 level or above, held during the
Easter holidays.
As 2022 approaches we are, hopefully, emerging from the
worst days of the pandemic. Even so, we have decided
to delay running COfO Abroad for one more year, while
foreign travel returns to more normal conditions.
Many of our alumni have reached the very pinnacle of
the music profession. Our courses are friendly, noncompetitive, and fun, with tutors who are not only top
performers, but approachable and dedicated teachers
who genuinely care about your success. And the support
from COfO doesn’t stop when you finish a course; we
support our students year-round with advice, feedback,
introductions, and much more.
Our courses all sell out months in advance, so if you
want to join us do book early
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Whatever your level of study, COfO has something for
you. Join us in 2022 and find out how memorable, fun,
and life-changing a COfO course can be.
Ann Elise Smoot
Director, Oundle for Organists
www.creativeoundle.co.uk

Find Out More: visit the website at creativeoundle.co.uk

Springboard
New for 2022!

Springboard is our fantastic new course!

What Happens?

Spring in to action with our course for those who
are seeking inspiration after the long winter! Or, if
you can’t make our Summer School, then why not try
Springboard as an alternative?

•
•

Our renowned tutors will guide and inspire you;
you’ll gain new insights into your playing every
day. Springboard offers a perfect chance to enjoy an
intensive period of study with like-minded friends
before exam season gets underway. And it will run
alongside the new Creative Oundle Spring Organ
Festival, allowing students to hear their world class
tutors, and even to participate themselves!.

•

When? 1030am on Saturday 9 April – 4pm on
Wednesday 13 April 2022
Where? Oundle and surrounding villages, with a visit
to Cambridge if Covid protocols permit.

•

•
•

Inspiring classes with renowned, friendly tutors
Instruction on important keyboard skills: improvisation,
transposition, sight-reading, score-reading, hymn-playing.
The opportunity to hear and participate in a variety of
performances in the Creative Oundle Spring Organ Festival
Comfortable accommodation, great pastoral care, and good
food at Oundle School
Plenty of fun with like-minded students – you’ll make
friendships that last a lifetime
Participation in and potential to conduct the COFO Student
Choir

The course and the organ festival close with a student recital
at 2.30pm in the Oundle School Chapel on 13 April. Parents and
friends are welcome!
For details of tutors, please see page 12.

Who? Organists around the ages of 14 – 23, from
roughly Grade 6 standard* through diploma level.
Students will be grouped according to their level of
experience.
Fee: £500. The fee covers tuition, accommodation,
meals, and transport during the week. For bursary
information, see the back of the brochure.
*Please contact us if you are unsure about your
playing level but would like to come on the course.
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Advert
Recital Awards
Oundle courses are non-competitive.
We aim to help you succeed by assessing your
standard, progress, and potential, building on your
strengths and helping you address weaknesses.
Some students at the right stage of their study will be
offered Recital Awards. For more about this, please see
our website.
How do I Apply?
Visit www.creativeoundle.co.uk for all our online
application forms.

8.
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Pulling Out the Stops

A friendly, fun, action-packed three days for organists in
their early stages and pianists who want to try the pipe
organ.
Our inspiring tutors will fire up your enthusiasm, and you’ll
have great fun meeting other young musicians.
When? 10am on 11 April through 4pm on 13 April 2022
in Oundle, Northamptonshire, with a possible visit to
Cambridge.
Who? Typical age range is 10-15. Beginner organists (up to
and including grade 5) and those who have never played the
organ before but have achieved at least about Grade 4 on
the piano.

What Happens?
•
•
•
•

Inspiring classes on organs in and around Oundle
Covid protocols permitting, a trip to Cambridge for an ‘organ
crawl’ around the college chapels
Warm and comfortable accommodation, with great pastoral
care
The opportunity to hear (and participate in!) performances
in the Creative Oundle Spring Organ Festival

The course and the organ festival close with a student recital at
2.30pm in the Oundle School Chapel on 13 April.
Parents and friends are welcome!

Contact us if you’re not sure of your standard – we can help!

Fee
The fee of £300 covers everything: tuition, accommodation
and meals at Oundle School, and transport during the course.
For bursary information, see the back of the brochure.
How do I apply?
Visit www.creativeoundle.co.uk for all our online application
forms, including bursary forms.
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Springboard and POTS tutors

Ann Elise Smoot: Director, Creative
Oundle for Organists, recitalist, and
teacher.

Jeremiah Stephenson: Associate Director
of Music at All Saints Margaret Street
and Royal College of Organists accredited
teacher

Sarah Baldock: Organist, choral conductor
and teacher Sarah Baldock has worked
in cathedrals, schools and as a freelance
performer.

Gerdi Troskie: Accredited Teacher of the
Royal College of Organists, and visiting
instrumental teacher at the King’s School,
Worcester.

Tom Bell: international recitalist and
passionate advocate of contemporary
music

Mark Williams: Informator Choristarum,
Organist and Tutorial Fellow, Magadalen
College, Oxford

Richard Pinel: Fellow and Director of
Music, Jesus College, Cambridge
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Summer School

A week of intensive tuition for young organists
during the Creative Oundle International Festival.
The COFO Summer School, founded 37 years ago, is
the perfect week for a young organist. Our renowned
tutors will guide and inspire you; you’ll gain new
insights into your playing every day.
You’ll make friends and spend time with kindred
spirits, and you’ll broaden your musical horizons by
experiencing memorable performances in the Creative
Oundle International Festival. You’ll even participate in
one of them!
When? 1030 am on Monday 11 July – 4pm on Sunday
17 July 2022
Where? Oundle and surrounding villages, potentially
with a visit to Cambridge

What Happens?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Inspiring classes on organs in and around Oundle and
Cambridge
The opportunity to hear a variety of performances in the
Creative Oundle International Festival
Comfortable accommodation, great pastoral care, and good
food at Oundle School
Plenty of fun with like-minded students – you’ll make
friendships that last a lifetime
A COFO Eucharist on Sunday 17 July, where students
conduct, sing, provide the organ music, hymns, and
accompaniments
Participation in a student choir at a Festival concert and
time for students to try conducting in choir rehearsals
An informal student concert on Sunday 17 July at 2.30pm in
the Oundle School Chapel
Instruction on improvisation, transposition, sight-reading,
score-reading, hymn-playing and other keyboard skills

Who? Organists around the ages of 14 – 23, from
roughly Grade 6 standard* through diploma level.
Students will be grouped according to their level of
experience.
Fee: £700. The fee covers tuition, accommodation,
meals, and transport during the week. For bursary
information, see the back of the brochure.
*Please contact us if you are unsure about your
playing level but would like to come on the course.
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Summer School Tutors

Ann Elise Smoot: Director, Creative
Oundle for Organists, recitalist, and
teacher.

Katherine Pardee: Director of Studies for
Music, Corpus Christi College, and Director
of Music, Wadham College, Oxford.

Katherine Dienes-Williams: Organist
and Master of the Choristers, Guildford
Cathedral

David Pipe: Director of the
Keyboard Studies Programme &
Cathedral Organist, Diocese of Leeds,
and Artistic Director of the Leeds
International Organ Festival.

Alexander Hamilton: Assistant Director
of Music, Wells Cathedral

Robert Quinney: Organist, New College,
Oxford

Peter Wright: Former Director of Music,
Southwark Cathedral and Past President
of the Royal College of Organists

14.

Find Out More: visit the website at creativeoundle.co.uk

Recital Awards
Oundle courses are non-competitive.
Oundle courses are non-competitive. We aim to help
you succeed by assessing your standard, progress, and
potential, building on your strengths and helping you
address weaknesses.
Some students at the right stage of their study will be
offered Recital Awards. For more about this, please see
our website.
How do I Apply?
Visit www.creativeoundle.co.uk for all our online
application forms.

16.
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General Info
Creative Oundle for Organists

In the event of cancellation by the applicant for any
non-Covid related reason, the refund of fees will be as
follows:

courses@creativeoundle.co.uk
www.creativeoundle.co.uk

•
•

Part of Creative Oundle, registered charity number
1051428

Bursaries

Application deadlines
•
•
•

Springboard – Friday 11 March 2022
POTS – Friday, 11 March 2022
Summer School – Friday, 13 May 2022

However, all our courses fill up months in advance,
so early booking is strongly advised. In particular,
the Summer School is usually fully booked by the
beginning of February.
Applications for all courses should be accompanied by
a reference by your regular organ (or piano) teacher.

Fee schedule
Once we have offered you a place, payment should be
made as follows:
•
•
•

Springboard: £150 deposit within two weeks of
acceptance; full fee by 1 March.
POTS: full fee within two weeks of acceptance.
Summer School: £200 deposit within two weeks
of acceptance to hold your place and balance by
13 May.

Late payment of a deposit may result in your place
being offered to another applicant.
Details of how to pay will be provided with the offer
of a place. These deadlines do not apply to bursary
applicants. We will advise on acceptance.

“From the moment you greeted
everyone, we were set at ease that this
was the perfect place for (our son)” –
Parent of Summer School student
18.

Refunds Policy

1 month or more before course start date - 80%
No refund within 1 month of course start date.

We have never turned away a student for financial
reasons. We can help you find funding, and we can
often provide funding ourselves. If you wish to apply
for a bursary, tick the box on the Application Form
from our website, and complete a separate bursary
application form. We will contact you with advice and
help.

Pastoral Care
COFO prides itself on its pastoral care. Our house
parents, drivers, tutors, and staff create a warm,
welcoming atmosphere where all students can thrive.
View our child protection and House Rules policies on
our website. Infringement of House Rules may result
in a student being sent home early from a course.

Covid-19 policies
Our priority is to keep students and our staff as safe
as possible. Full details of all necessary procedures
related to Covid-19 will be sent out in advance of
each course. COFO runs all of its courses in full
compliance with government restrictions concerning
Covid.
COFO reserves the right to make changes to the
courses advertised in this brochure if unforeseen
circumstances arise.

COFO has received generous support from:
Behrens Foundation, Henry Cox and Michael Kunkel,
Andrew Gillett, Douglas Compton James Charitable
Trust, Kirby Laing Foundation, Edith Murphy
Foundation, Ouseley Church Music Trust, Pilling Trust,
Rainbow Dickinson Trust, Alan Saggerson, Richard
and Amanda Smoot, Alan Spedding Memorial Fund,
Viscount Organs
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FIND OUT MORE:
Visit our website for more information, tutor profiles
and more information on the work of
Creative Oundle
creativeoundle.co.uk

Contact Us:
courses@creativeoundle.co.uk
www.creativeoundle.co.uk

creativeoundle.co.uk

